A Eulogy for
ALFRED KOURIS OAM
10" July 1927 — 10" June 2016

An Australian Success Story
(adapted from the 2013 biography written by Clancy Tucker, journalist, author and human rights activist)

Alfred Kouris was born in July 1927 at Halepa, in the Chania district of Crete, Greece. His father, Paul Kouris, was born in
the island of Kefalonia, Greece in 1900 and worked for the National Bank of Greece in Chania. Paul’s father was a High
Court Judge. Paul in Chania met Antigone - the daughter of the local magistrate, George Polioudakis from Sphakia - fell in
love and decided to get married in 1922. They stayed in Crete until 1932. Then Alfred's father was posted by the National
Bank to Peloponisos, and finally in 1938 Paul and Antigone Kouris moved to Athens. Alfred (called Alfredos in Greek), had
a sister Thalia, (a famous actress in the '40s in the Greek Drama Theatre) who was also born in Chania in 1924 and a
younger brother, George, who was born in Agios Nikolaos of Crete in 1932. Alfred finished his secondary education in
Athens and Political Sciences in ‘Panteio University’, completed his two years national service in the Greek army and fell
in love and married on the 6th of January 1954 to Efthymia loannidou, who was born in Athens.

In April 1955 their son Paul was born in Athens. Although Alfred was well educated, he could not get a job in the Navy
and/or the Greek Foreign Office and decided to start a shirt manufacturing business with his wife under the name of
‘FAVORY SHIRTS'. Needless to say, the competition was so hard that in February 1956, Alfred and Efthymia (Mitsi)
decided to immigrate to Australia and departed on the vessel ‘/KYREINIA’. On the 16th of March 1956 they arrived in
Melbourne and two days later they started working at the famous ‘Pelaco’ factory in Richmond, cutting and making
shirts. Within six months they bought their own brand new house in Glenroy, their own car, a little Morris Minor, and
started their own business: ‘The Hellas Professional Training School for Clothing Machinists’ on the corner of Elizabeth St.
& Lonsdale St. in a three-storey old city building, where the Myer Emporium is today located.

In 1958 they moved the Hellas School to 343 Elizabeth St. (corner of Latrobe St.), started another business under the
name ‘Primo Clothing Pty Ltd’ and did very well. In 1960 they brought Alfred’s mother from overseas and in 1961, his
brother, George Kouris, with his wife Helen and one year old son, Paul from Greece and made him equal partner in ‘Primo
Clothing’, making jerkins, waist-coats and casual wear. During that period his two daughters were born; Harriet in 1962
and Antigone in 1964. The business grew rapidly until 1964 when the economy started to go down and manufacturing
was no longer profitable. Alfred and George decided at this stage to start a retailing business. They rented a shop at 246
Swanston St. Melbourne, next to Stanley Young (Giannopoulos) in 1964, giving their new venture the name 'ALFREDQO’S
MENSWEAR Pty Ltd’. By 1967 the retailing business was doing very well and by 1969 had opened 5 more stores.

That is how Alfred started his colourful career spanning five decades, making an extraordinary contribution to the
Victorian community, fully understanding what it is like to come from a distant land and make Australia home. Soon he
became a Greek Community Leader, well known businessman, politician, journalist and publisher. He not only lived the
life of the migrant, but delved into its psyche, extolled its virtues, and worked diligently to generate acceptance. Along
the way, he sparked reforms that have re-shaped the way Victorians go about their daily lives. Inspired by his Greek
upbringing, Alfred Kouris gave Melbourne ‘Late-Night Shopping’ with his campaign in the 1969-1970, as founder and



Chairman of the ‘Make Melbourne Brighter Committee’, revolutionising retail business, in the process of which, he was
arrested and fined! Besides business, he has been a great mover and shaker within the Greek community and Australian
community in general, founding the Academy of Modern Greek and the Chair of Modern Greek at Melbourne University.

In the early 1980s, Alfred pushed for the end of archaic drinking laws with his same ‘Make Melbourne Brighter
Committee’, which was re-organised by him with new young members, lawyers, journalists, shopkeepers and others with
vision. Alfred Kouris, as a Publisher and Editor of ‘'NEOS PYRSOS’, the ‘New Torch Greek Newspaper’ and the ‘Omoyeneia’
Greek Magazine, from July, 1985 until April, 1993, worked hard to introduce Greek Migrants in particular, and all migrants
in general, to stand in Local, State and Federal Government elections with the catch cry of a ‘FAIR GO’ for migrants. To set
an example, he himself stood as an independent candidate in Victoria in the Senate Elections in 1970, in the Melbourne
City Council Elections in 1972,1973 and 1974, and in the State Elections in 1976 as the Endorsed Liberal Candidate in
Brunswick. Alfred’s views on prejudice, regularly made headlines, and he was involved in many complex political, social
and religious issues that the community at large faced, discussed and resolved. He was respected for his leadership, vision
and determination to find a solution best for all. He was President of the ‘Greek Orthodox Community of Mentone &
District’ from 1962-1989, a foundation member of HACCI in 1984 and Vice-President in 1990-1992, and Vice-President of
the ‘Victorian Federation of Greek Communities in 1987-1989, and Member of the ‘Festival Antipodes Executive
Committee’ in 1988-89. He was also a member of the Greek Orthodox Community of Melbourne and Victoria from 1958,
and elected member of the Executive Committee of the said Community from 1991-1992.

His understanding of the migrant experience is encapsulated in the title of his book published in 1998 based on his life:
"MIGRANT: The Blessing..and Misfortune...of Loving Two Countries!" It honours the millions who left their homeland
and settled in not only Australia, but around the world. It highlights their challenges, joys and sorrows, but importantly,
the remarkable contribution they have made to the growth and change of their adoptive countries. It is a remarkable
coverage of Greeks in Melbourne, Australia, especially the life and times of Alfred Kouris.

Alfred has received numerous honours for his endeavours promoting community harmony, including the Patriarch’s Gold
Cross presented to him by Archbishop lezekiel in recognition for services to the Orthodox Church, and Life Membership of
La Trobe University's National Centre for Hellenic Studies and Research, where he was allocated a room to display his very
valuable archive materials. He was also elected Life Governor of ‘FRONTIDA CARE Inc.’

As the founder of Alfredo's Menswear, he saw a niche for late night trading and launched a campaign to have opening
hours extended to 9 pm. "l wanted to bring Melbourne alive and | knew late-night trading would help do that," he said. "I
couldn't understand why the city should die every evening." By defying the State Government and opening his six
menswear stores past 5.30 pm, he was arrested and fined $8,000. One week later, the law was changed and stores could
now be open until 9pm. He was honoured by receiving Victoria's Award for Excellence in Multicultural Affairs. "I always
felt that | had to prove myself worthy of being considered a first -class citizen in Australia," said Mr. Kouris. "I started to
say to migrants that we should prove ourselves by doing something good for our new country."

Alfred received an Order of Australia medal on the 12th of June 2006 from the Governor of Victoria, His Excellency John
Landy at Government House ... “For service to the community through contributions to the business sector, raising public
awareness of the issues facing migrants, and to the Greek community.”

In January 2014, Alfred and his wife, Mitsi, children and five grandchildren, celebrated not only 60 years of marriage, but
of being a fine example of a young couple coming to Australia with little more than a suitcase of dreams and making a
wonderful success of the migrant experience.

Vale Alfred George Kouris OAM...beloved Husband, Father, Grandfather, Brother and Uncle, Christian, Philanthropist,
Patriot, Community Leader, Visionary, Educator, Playwright, Journalist, Author, Businessman, Builder and Retailer.

Thank you Alfred Kouris for your extraordinary efforts. Australia is a better place because of you.

The burial is at the Cheltenham Pioneer cemetery, Charman Rd (near the train station). A private wake will follow at the Church
hall from 2.30pm for family and close friends where a short biographical extract will be screened, filmed by John Campbell and
destined for Australian television. Due to time constraints, condolences can be given to the Kouris family in the Church Hall
following the burial.
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Mia Avotpallavi Lotopia emttuyiog.
(adapted from the 2013 biography by Clancy Tucker, journalist, author and human rights activist, Greek translation)

O AAdpebdog Koupng yevvnBnke tov lovuALo tou 1927 otnv XaAéma, otnv neploxn Xavid tng KpAtng. O matépag
Tou, o NauvAog Koupng, yevwnBnke otnv Kepalovid, to 1900 kat epydotnke otnv EOvikn Tpamnela EANASOG ota
Xavia. O matépag tou ntav Avwtatog Aikaotrc. O NavAog yvwploe TRV AvTlyovn - TNV KOpN Tou SLKaoTth
Mnwpyou MoAloudakn amo ta Zdakld, EpWTEVTNKAV KoL ArmodpAcLoay Va TTOVTPEUTOUV To 1922. Epelvay otnv
Kpntn péxpt to 1932. 3tn ouveéxela o matepag Tou AAPpESou mhpe petabeon otnv EBvikn Tpamela otnv
MeAomovvnoo, kat to 1938 o NMavAog kat n Avtiyovn Koupn petakopoav otnv ABnva.

H adeAdr tou AAPppédou, Oalela, ou umnrpée Staonun nbomoldg otnv dekaetia tou '40 oto EAANVIKO O£aTpo,
yevvnOnke ota Xavid to 1924 kat o vedtepog adeAdog touc, o Mewpylog, yevvnBnke otov Ayto NikOAao tng
Kpitng to 1932 . O AAdpédog tedeiwoe to oxoAeio otnv ABriva kat omtoudace MoAttikég Emotipeg oto
"Mavtelo NavemnotApLo"”, oAokApwoe tn dixpovn umoxpewTIKr BNTela TOUG TO OTPATO KAl MAVTPEUTNKE OTLS 6
lavouapiov 1954 pe tnv EvBupia lwavvidou, and tnv ABrva.

I11¢ 14 Antpidiou 1955 yevvi€Tal o€ pia KAWVIKN oto «Movaotnpdky tTng ABrvag, o yLog toug, MauAog. Av kal o
AAdpEdog Atav oAU popdwévog, dev unmopeoe va Bpel SouAeld oto NMoAepikd NauTikd i oto Yroupyeio
E€wteplkwv kal amoddacioe va avoifel pia Blotexvia e moukaploa e Tn cuIuyo Tou, TNV omola ovouaoay
«MOYKAMIZA FAVORY». Opwg 0 okAnpOg avtaywviopog Toug odnynos otnv anodoon va PLETOVAoTEUCOoUV
otnv Auotpalia kat £tol o AAdpEdog kat n EuBupia avaywpnoav to Oefpoudplo Tou 1956 pe to MAoio
"KYREINIA".

YT1¢ 16 Maptiou 1956 €pBacav otn MeABoupvn Kat SUo NUEPEC peTa Egkivnoav SoUAeLd oTo Ttepidno
gepyootaoto "Pelaco" oto Pitopovrt, omou £dtiayxvav moukaploa. Méoa o€ £€L Uveg ayopaocayv To SIKO Toug
ortitt oto Glenroy, To 61k TOUG AUTOKIVNTO, €va HIKPO Morris Minor, Kal Eekivnoav tn 8Lk Toug emixeipnon:
YxoAn EmayyeApatikng Kataptiong yia partikn «H EAAAGG», otn ywvia Elizabeth St. & Lonsdale St., ,ekel tou
onuepa eivat to Myer Emporium.



To 1958 Eekivnoe pia AAAn emxeipnon pe v enwvupia “PrimoClothing» kot mtye moAU kaAd. To 1960 édepav
N UNTtépa Tou amod tnv EAAada kat to 1961, £édpepe kat tov adeAdo tou MNwpyo Koupn, pe tnv culuyo tou EAEvn
Kall Tov yLo toug MawAo - amnod tnv EAAaSa. Ekave tov aderdo tou cuveTalpo oto "PrimoClothing", émou
edtioyvav yIAEKa Kol KaBnuepwvd pouxa. Ztnv cuvexela o AAdpeSog kal o Nwpyog Eekivnoav pLa emiyeipnon
Alavikng mwAnong. Avoléav to mpwto payall otnv 066 Swanston St. otn MeABoupvn, pe to dvopa «ALFREDOS’
MENSWEAR». Ztn cuvéxela dvolée AAAa TIEVTE payodld e pouxa oTo KEVTPO TG MeABoupvng.

ZUVTOMA EYLVE EVAG OTTO TOUG apXNyoug TG EAANVIKAG Kowvotntag, Evag yvwoTtog EMXELPNUATIOG, TTOALTIKOG,
dnuooloypadog kot ekdotNnG. Ekelvog 0L povo €lnoe tn {wn Tou PeTavaotn, aAAd punnke otnv PuxoouvOeon
TOU, KATOVONOE TIG APETEG TOU, KOL EPYAOTNKE ETUHEAWG YLla TNV amodox TwV peTavaotwy. Me Tov Tpomno Tou
MPOTELVE peTappuBuioslg mou ennpeacav thv {wn NG Biktwplag. Epnvevopévog anod tnv eAAnvikn avotpodn
tou, O AAdpedog Koupng £€6wae otnv MeABolpvn to "Late Night-Shopping" to 1969-1970, wg 1&puTC KaL
npoedpog tou "Make Melbourne Brighter Committee”, SnAadr Tng eKOTPATELOG TOU LA TO TTWC UITOPEL va YiveL
n MeABoupvn GWTELVOTEPN, TIOU ATIOTEAECE EMAVACTACN OTOV ETIXELPNUATIKO KOOHLO.

O AAdppEbdocg Koupng, wg ekSOTNG KAl CUVTAKTNC Tou TNG EAANVIKNC ednuepibag «NEog Mupoog» Kal Tou
Tieplodikov "Opoyevela”, amo to 1985 péxpl to 1993, epydotnKe OKANPA YLO VoL EUMIVEVCEL TOUG EAANVEC
HETAVAOTEG, VO 00X0ANOOUV LE T TTOALTIKA KL TNG TOTIKEG EKAOYEG, XpPNOLLOTIOLWVTAG TO cUVONnua «FAIR GO»
yla Toug petavaotet. ESwoe o i61o¢ To mapdadelypa kat katéBnke wg aveéaptntog untoPrdlog otn Biktwpla
oTLg N'epouctakeg ekAoyeg to 1970, yia tnv Anpapxeia tng MeABolpvng to 1972,1973 kat 1974, kat kabwg Kat
OTLG TIOALTELOKEG EKAOYEG TO 1976 w¢ o urtoPndlo Twv PpheAevBepwv oto Brunswick.

O AAdpebdog Koupng, aoxoAndnke pe TOAAA TTIOALTIKA, KOWWVIKA Kol BpnoKeUTIKA BEpata TNG Kowwviag Hag.
Tov ogBaoctnkav yLo TNV NYEoia tou, To Opapd ToU Kal TV anmodaoLoTIKOTNTA Tou va BpeL TNV KaAUTEPN AUoN
yla 0Aoug, wg Mpoedpo tng EAAnvikc OpBodoéng Kowvotntag tou Mentone amnd 1962-1989, tote mou XTioTtnKe
Kall n ekkAnoia. Htav tdputikd pélog tou HACCI to 1984, kat Avtinpoedpog amo to 1990 -1992. Emiong ntav
avTIpoedpog TG «Biktwplavic Opoomnovdiac EAANvVikwy KowvotAtwy» amo to 1987-1989, katl otnv
€KTEAEOTIKN eTiiTporm Tou «PeoTBAA Avtimodeg» amod to 1988-89. Kat TEAOG TAV TAKTLKO LEAOC TNG EAANVLKAG
0pB0660&nc Kowotntag MeABoupvng kat Biktwplag amd 1o 1958 péxpL oAUePA, Kal EKAEYUEVO LEAOG TNG
ExteAeotikng Emtpomnig tng Kowdtntag and 1o 1991 €wg 1992.

H katavonor Tou yla toug petavaoteg dtatunwvetal oto BiBAio pe tov titho "METANAZTEZ-H Euloyia &
Avotuyia va ayarmag Suo natpldes.”" To BLBALO TLUA TOUG EKOTOUUUPLA LETOVAOCTEG TTOU EYKATEAELP AV TNV
natpida Toug Kal eykataotadnkay, Oxt povo otnv Auotpalia, aAAd kal og OAOKANPO TOV KOGHO. YIoypapuilet
TLG TPOKAACELG, TIG XAPEG, TLG AUTIEG, AAAA KAL TO ONUAVTIKOTEPO, TNV afLlOAoyn ouveLodOpPA TOUG OTNV AVATTUEN
TWV XWPWV TIou Toug PLAotEvnok.

To BBAlo Tou uTIAPXEL OE SLAKOOLO TIEVAVTA TIAVETILOTH L0 OTOV KOOHO KOl O€ TEVTOKOOLEG BLBALOOAKES oTNV
AvotpaAia kat otnv EAAGSa, kat og Slakoola oxoAeia tng Auotpaiiag. O AAPpedog Koupng exel AdPBeL TTOAAEG
TIUNTIKEG SLAKPLOELG YLat TIC TIPOOTIADELEG TOU OTNV KOWVOTNTO KoL TOV EXEL TIUNOEL, 0 Apxlemiokomog lelekinA pe
To XpUuoo ZTaupo yla TNV mpocdopd tou otnv OpBodoén ekkAnoia. O AAPppédoc Koupng Tiunonke,
AapBavovtag éva BpaBeio Aploteiag yia MoAumoAtiopikwy YroBéoswv. Onwc €éAeye o (Slog "Mavta viwba oTL
enpene va anodeifw ot a§lla va BewpnBbw moAitng pe oa Sikawwpata otnv Auotpalia», eAeye o k Koupng
OTOUG METAVOOTEG OTL IPETEL VA AVOOEIEOULE TOV EQUTO PG KAVOVTAG KATL KAAS yLoL TNV XWPA HOG.

0 evtadrlacpog Oa yivel oto Pioneer Cheltenham Cemetery — Charman Road Cheltenham.

211 2.30. 1 Oa akoAouBnRosL Képaoua otnv aibouoa TG eKKANGLag yLa Toug ouyyeveig, dpiloug ko
TIOPEUPLOKOHEVOUG. Oa TapakaAovoa AOyw Tieong XpOVou, oL XalPETIoHOL va §080o0v otnv aibouca petd ano 1o
vekpotadeio. Eniong Oa npoPAnOei £va Broypadikd andonacpa yuplopévo ano tov John Campbell yia tov kOpLo
Koupr] mou Ba nauytei ko otnv Auotpaliavr tnAedpaon.



Eulogy for the wake - by Antigone Kouris

We have heard a lot about my dad’s accomplishments, but | would like to share
with you some insight into his psyche which contributed to the great man and
father and husband that he was.

The eulogy did not mention that my father was a huge supporter of the Boy
scouts. He helped start a scouting movement at this church which my brother
attended. He also encouraged his grandchildren to join the movement.

My father was a senior scout leader in Athens for several years where he learned

and practiced the “Scout law and promise” which is
Duty to God Duty to others Duty to self

The scout law is designed to develop the characteristics of responsibility, self-reliance,
self-confidence and unselfishness which leads to collaboration and leadership skills.

My father would often say to me that scouts are expected to do a “good deed
every day”. This is the foundation on which he built his career and family. This
explains much of who he was.

It explains why he was always so keen to help others without monetary reward.
He used his status and influence to help people who were less fortunate. When
he got his OAM he saw it as an opportunity to nominate other Greek migrants for
the order of Australia — he has helped 4 Greek Australians receive OAs.

So we should not be surprised when he was quoted saying : "l started to say to
migrants that we should prove ourselves by doing something good for our new
country." This is exactly what the scout law encourages.

My father was very proud of his children and grandchildren. He was especially
proud when | told him that | was going to do a PhD on Greek migrants to find out
why they are living so long so that | can help the wider Australian community live
longer healthier lives from the lessons learnt from this study. He was thrilled that
| was practising scout law even though | had not gone to scouts as a young girl!

He had rubbed off on me.

In this day and age of “me culture” there is an important lesson to be learnt here
from my father for future generations and that is “Do a good deed every day”.

Right up until he passed away he was helping others and wanting to do a good
deed.



Eulo‘jj fov Hae Woke {;\/ Alfred Keuwris ‘L’j A‘n“h'fjozxg
Greek Translatren I<ourt

AxoVoape TOAAG Yl Ta 60Q TEETUXE 0 TTATEPAG MOV, AAAL Bo 11BeAa va LolpaoTw [ E’/ é/ /¢
nall oag kamola ototyeioe ™G Puyng Tou Tov cuVERAAY va YiveL auTog o
UTIEPOX0G AVBpwWTOG, TATéPag Kot oV{VYOG TTOL 1 TAV.

0 emknSelog Sev avépepe OTL 0 TATEPAG OV TV EVOEPHOG VTIOCTNPLKTHG TWV
[lpookémwy. BofBnoe pdAiota va EekvijoeL Lo TIPOOKOTILKT K{vnom o€ auTr| TNV
ekkAnola, otnv omoia cuppetelye 0 adepPdg pov. Akopn evBdppuve kat Ta
gyyévia tov va Adfouvv uépog oe auTNyv.

0 atépag pov fTav Apxnyos oToug TPookOTouG 0TV ABrva yla apKeTa xpovia
bmov €nabe xal epdappooce Tov “IIpookoTikd KWdika TLUNG” TToL TIEpLAapPAveL:

To kabrjkov mpog to Bed
To kaBnrikov Tpog Toug dAAovg
To kaBnkov Ttpog Tov eauTod pag

0 pookKoTIKOG KWSIKAG TIUNG elval oXESLATUEVOS YLA VXL AVATITOCOEL TA
XOPAKTNPLOTIKA TNG UTTELOVVITNTAG, TNG AVBEKTIKATNTAS, TNG QUTOTIETTO(BNONG
Kot TG aviSLoTéAeLag TTov CUUBEAOVY TNV cLuVEPYyacia Kot TNV avAaTTun
NYETIKWV LKAVOTHTWV.

0 TaTtépag Hov oA cUXVA Hov €Aeye OTL OL TTPOOKOTIOL TIPETIEL VAL KAVOLV UL
KA Ttpa&n k&Be pépa. Auto elvar To BepéAdio Tdvw oTo oTtolo EYTIoE TNV
KAPLEPA KO TNV OLKOYEVELA TOV. AUTH 1 oTdom e&nyel Tolog rjTav.

‘Etol e&nyeital yati tov dpeoe va Bonddet Toug dAAovG xwpig XPNUATLKY
apolBn. Xpnotpomoinoe Ty emippor kat To kVPoG Tov yia va Bon Bnoet
avBpd1ovg Tov Sev 1itav téoo tuxepol. Otav éAape to OAM, Bewpnoe dTLiTav
uia evkatpia yla va tpotelvet kat dAAoug EAANVEG HETAVAOTEG YL TO TAYHA TNG
Avotpaliog- BojOnoe 4 eAknvoavotparods va AdBovv OAs. 7

Aev o TIpETIEL AOLTIOV VA EKTIANOOOUAOTE JE TN PPAOT) TIOV €Agye: « Apyloa va
AEW OTOVG HETAVAOTES OTL TIPETIEL VX ATTOSEEOVLE TIOLOL E(HAOTE KAVOVTAG KATL
KOAS yla TN véa pag TtatpiSox. Aut akpLBw§ T CLUHTIEPLPOPE eVOappLVE O
KWSLKAG TLUNG TWV TIPOTKOTIWV.

0 TaTépag Hov NTav oAV TEP|PavOS yla Ta TtoudLd kot Ta eyyovia tov. ‘Hrav
Slaitepa epfpavog 6tav Tov elma 6TL eMPOKeLTO VA Kdvw StadaktopLkn
Statppn) ne 6épa toug EAANveS petavdoteg yia va SLAmoTwow TG aLTtieg Tovu
ovpBdrovv o pakpolwia Toug, WoTe va Boil8iow TV EVPVTEPT AVOTPAALAVY
kowdtnTa va {fjoet TeplocdTePo Kat pe vyela, amd Ta Toplopata g LEAETNG
Tov Ba ékava. EvBouoidotnke amd to 6Tt e@dappolo TOV TTPOOKOTILKO KWK
TG, av kat Sev elya el otoug tpookdTovg oav toudi. Mov tov elxe 6pwg
HETASOOEL

LTV eMoyn TS «KOVATOVpAG ToL Eyw» Tou {ovue, urtapyel Eva pdbnpa mou
UTIOPOVV VA LABOLV OL ETTOUEVES YEVLEG ATIO TOV TATEPX [LOV KAl TO OTto(0
ovvoyiletan ot @pdon « Kdve pia koA mpdén tnv nuépo.

MéxpL ) otiypr| ov anefiwoe, fonbovoe Touvg dAAovug kat 1)0eAe var kavel pia
KOAN TIPAEN.




